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Dear readers,

As we enter the New Year 2024 and bring you our first issue of the
year, volume 20th Maya Puwath. We hope and wish all our readers a peaceful
start to 2024. This is the 20th year for the Mahamaya Girls College Alumnae
Association of North America and Canada. It has been a successful twenty
years thanks to the hard work of all our office bearers, committee members,
members, and honorary members. This organization exists because and only
because our members are willing to allocate part of their limited time to make
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Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the dawn of the New Year 2024. We hope you OIS

it work.
We just finished a festive season at the end of the year, including

had a wonderful time with family and friends around you. Don’t forget, we @_;;;_553@@5@@@@5
would love to hear from you and all about your adventures. //“

MGCCANA had another fundraising bake event in December 2023. /f
Thanks to all the participants for volunteering to bake for the fundraising

event this year. We wish to thank Maheshinie Rajapaksha for her Like a beautiful flower

full of color but without
fragrance, even so,
fruitless are the fair
special thank you to all our members who joined our various fundraising words of one who does
events throughout 2023. not practice them.

This issue includes our Christmas baking session highlights, art from Dhammapada
members, recipes, poems, and news. Enjoy reading! (Verse 051)

extraordinary baking presentation and a heartfelt thank you to all the
participants who donated. Even a small donation can go far and make a big
difference. We hope to see more MGCAANA members in upcoming events—a

Newsletter committee.




SAVE# DATE

MAGCAANA 20TH AGM

7TH JULY 2024
CINCINNATI, OHIO

Formal invitation to follow
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Pictures : Mahamaya Girls” College facebook page




Fundraising Events 2023

h Christmas Bake-along 2023 4{

MGCAANA has been organizing fundraising events this year to benefit Students’ sports

activities at our alma mater, Mahamaya Girls’ College, Kandy. The first fundraising event was
the Jewelry Making workshop held in October 2023.
The second fundraising event was the Chrisimas Bake-along, which was a great success with
the participation of our dedicated members. This was held via Zoom on December 16th,
2023. Our valued member, Mayan Alumna Maheshinie Rajapaksha, hosted the event and
demonstrated how to make the Jamaican Ginger Cake.

Maheshinie Rajapaksha also hosted the 2022 Bake-along event, where she
demonstrated how to make the delicious Christmas Yule Log. Maheshinie was a student of
Mahamaya from 1986 to 1993. She graduated from the University of Peradeniya and moved
to the USA to pursue her Ph.D. She lives in Savannah, GA, and works as an Assistant Professor
at Mercer University School of Medicine. She is a mom of two lovely daughters. She has been
baking and decorating cakes with her mother since she was 15.

It was lovely to see many Mayan faces baking along that day. Maheshie showed how to
make the Jamaican Ginger cake using reverse mixing. The list of ingredients was given in
advance for everyone to be ready. Maheshie gave many tips and tricks to make this fabulous
cake. The cake was supposed to taste better the next day. There were many good comments
on the cake afterward by our members and their neighbors, too!

Ms Yamuna Kollalpitiya

baked along to produce this
Maheshie working her magic to create these two beautiful cakes and lovely cake which she even

decorating them with lemon glazing to enhance the ginger flavor. A big shared with her neighbors
thank you to Maheshinie for all her hard work and time. who were delighted.




Ayanthi Fernando our BOD member joined the baking
session live with her twins and baked this amazing cake —

the cake vanished in no time.

Pradeepa Jayawardena

i,

Samudani Dhanasekara

Harshi Waters
- d

|

Devi Gunasekera baked this cake during
the event.

MGCAANA president Pradeepa
Jayawardena baked this lovely cake.

“It was an absolute pleasure to bake along
with Maheshinie. Together, we embarked
on a delightful culinary journey, creating a
scrumptious Jamaican ginger cake. The
experience was filled with laughter, shared
tips, and the aroma of spices wafting
through the kitchen. We followed the
recipe with precision and added our twist
of love and creativity. The cake turned out
to be a masterpiece, with its moist texture
and rich flavor. Baking with Maheshinie
made the entire process even more
enjoyable and memorable. Thank you,
Ayanthi Fernando and Nadeeka
Ranasinhe for making this event
successful. Thank you, MGCAANA
members, for making this magical dream
come true. “ - Pradeepa Jayawardena
(sent via WhatsApp messenger)
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Our MGCAANA member
Ayanthi Fernando’s son
and daughter won
places in the Children's
art and short story
competition organized
by the Cerritos Library in
California. The theme
was “How my garden
grows”.

Lihini Walpita won 2nd
place in the Art
competition and
Vihanga Walpita 3rd
place in the Short story
competition.
Congratulations to the
twins on their
achievement!

Art Corner

What's Planted in My Dream Garden
By Vihanga Walpita

Far away in the mountains, | was going for a walk. After a while, |
saw some seeds on the ground. They were brown and very long.
When | came home, | planted the seeds in my garden. The next
day, | was going to go for a walk, After a while, | saw more seeds
on the pathway! | rushed home to plant them. When | came to the
backyard, | saw a very big bean stork! Then | planted the new
seeds.-

The next day | went to my backyard and saw a big patch of bean
storks! In my garden there are carrots, beans, potatoes, and at
the far end of my garden is the huge patch of bean storks. My
friends in school were so confused and surprised about it when |
told them. Even. | was confused. | always wondered why my
seeds became bean storks.

After a few weeks, | saw a wise old man walking towards my
house. He said, "Do you have my magic seeds?" | said, "Yeah,
they are in my garden." Then the wise old man said, "Okay,
where is it?” Then | answered, "It is in my backyard.” Then | lead
the wise old man to my backyard. "Are these seeds really magic?"
| asked eagerly. Then the wise old man said, "Yes, they are!" |
was so amazed, Then the wise old man signed and said, "So,
now | can't have my seeds back." "Yeah, they are gone now since
| planted them already.” | said,

The wise old man went away sadly. The next day my friend Mark
came and said, "Wow, what a big garden you've got!' Then i
replied, "Thanks, | am super proud of my garden. Itis the best
garden ever” "l want to plant a bean stork in my garden too.” said
Mark. So, the next day, Mark and | went to the mountains to find
more seeds. | hope the wise old man drops more seeds.




Poetry Corner

by Renu Kumarasinghe (1988 batch)
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Appreciation

Mrs. Hemalatha Sevaratnam (nee Dissanayake)

We are deeply saddened to hear about the passing of
Mrs. Hemalatha Selvaratnam who was a chemistry p
teacher at Mahamaya Girls’ College for many years. / /{

T

|

After leaving Sri Lanka, she served as a lecturer at the (/1)
University of the North-West, South Africa.

She was my advanced-level chemistry teacher during my last few years at
Mahamaya, and | know that she touched the lives of many Mayans. In
addition to being an excellent chemistry teacher, her down-to-earth attitude
made us comfortable approaching her when there were issues. When we
were making decisions on the university program selections, she was
available to provide valuable guidance. She always reminded us to be humble
and respect others. When students misbehave in the class, she had a
powerful way of telling them with a smile and sarcasm to make them realize
what they did wrong. We were all excited and honored to use the Chemistry
textbook written by her husband, Prof. M. Selvaratham, in the
Advanced-level chemistry class. In the University, | was fortunate to continue
my chemistry education with Prof. Selvaratnam, a well-respected professor at
the University of Peradeniya from 1959-1985. He was a professor at
North-West University, South Africa from 1985-2014. He authored many
textbooks and had more than hundred research publications. | am thankful
that Prof. Selvaratnam wrote a recommendation in support of my
applications for doctoral studies in the U.S.

Mrs. Selvaratnam, passed away on November 7th, 2023 at the age of ninety.
She passed peacefully at her home in Johannesburg, South Africa surrounded
by her loved ones. She had four children and four grandchildren.

Mrs. Selvaratnam will be missed by many. May she attain the supreme bliss
of Nibbana!

Written by Ms Ranjani Siriwardane
(nee Wijesundera).




MGCAANA Charity Donation

We are thrilled to announce that the

MGCAANA has donated to the Hilda

- Jayawardenaramaya Buddhist Monastery.

Bucdhist Congreas of Canads Through our  community's  fundraising

“ﬁm%n activities, we collected USD 100, which has

e o o 413 35 47413607 301 o 1335147 been used to support the monastery and its
e noble causes.

We sincerely thank all the donors and

RECHIEERQEBOVRSS participants who made this donation possible.

Thank you very much for your generous donation towards Hilda Jayewardenaramaya Development

Projec Your support makes a difference in the lives

DONATED BY Mahamaya Girls’ College Alumnace Association of N.A

R Us 10000 of those in need. Together, we are creating a

RECEIPT ISSUED November 22, 2023 g . . P

LOCATION ISSUED :  Ottawa ON positive impact and fostering a spirit of

el TN compassion and giving.

Ven. Nugegalayaye Jinananda Thero Manoj de Silva Again= Thank yOU for your Continued

President Treasurer . . .
support and involvement in our community's
initiatives. Further, we extend our heartfelt
thanks to Ms Deepani Waidyaratne, for her

coordination throughout the process.

OFFICIAL DONATION RECEIPT

Charitable BN /Registration No. 88517 1546 RR0001

For information on all registered charities in Canada under the Income Tax Act
Canada Revenue Agency - canada.ca/charities-giving

https://www.buddhisttempleottawa.org/
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MGCAANA NEWS

Reaching the New Goal $50,000 Set for Vidya Scholarship Trust
Fund (VSTF)

The Vidya Scholarship Trust Fund (VSTF) set up by MGCAANA provides
financial aid to financially-disadvantaged students at Mahamaya Girls'
College. Scholarships from VSTF pay for educational expenses and/or
boarding fees of students attending Mahamaya. "Vidya," a Sanskrit word,
means knowledge or wisdom. Our initial goal was to raise $20,000 which we
achieved in 2018; however, the current goal is set at $50,000.

The total amount collected for VSTF reached $45,706 as of May 2023.
Currently, we are at 91.4% of the new goal.

To donate online or by cheque, please visit:
http://mahamayaalumnina.org/vstf.php

We value your donations - fulfilling our purpose of MGCAANA

An important message from Ms. Himashanie Diyabalange ( Co-chair, VSTF) -

on behalf of the endowment committee and the VSTF Board of Trustees:

VSTF Announcements: We are excited to share that in 2023, the VSTF
awarded 21 scholarships worth Rs 40,000 each. These scholarships will
support deserving students in pursuing their educational goals. Congratulations
to the recipients and thank you to our sponsors and extinguish donors for
making this possible.

https.//www.mahamayaalumnina.org/Vidya TrustFund/MGCAANA
_Vidya Scholarship_Trust Fund_Brochure.pdf
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Obituary Notices

With profound sadness, we announce the demise of Mr. Keerthi
Bandaranayake, the beloved brother of Mrs. Sujatha Werake, in December
2023. Mrs. Werake is a member of MGCAANA's steering committee and our
co-founder.

The funeral took place at Mrs Werake’s ancestral home in Yatigammana on
Saturday, Dec 23, 2023. Cremation was done Mahaiyawa Cemetery, Kandy.
The President and the Board of directors wish to express their condolences to
Mrs. Werake on behalf of MGCAANA.




Renewing MGCAANA Membership for the Year 2024

Thank you to members who already renewed their membership for the year
2024. If you have not renewed your membership yet, this is a friendly
reminder to renew your membership to support MGCAANA's ongoing
activities.

How you can renew your membership:

Online: Use your credit card or PayPal account to pay your membership
fee through the MGCAANA membership renewal page.

By Mail: Please mail a check payable to MGCAANA ($ 15 - Students; $ 25
- Regular). Address: Treasurer, MGCAANA, 2417 NE 20th, Renton, WA
98056

Note: If you wish, you can also renew your membership for 3, 5, or 10
years by paying US$70.00, US$115.00 and US $230.00 respectively. Your
support helps MGCAANA continue its legacy in helping Mayans and their
communities in North America as well as current students at Mahamaya
Girls’ College, Kandy, Sri Lanka.

Upcoming MGCAANA Activties JOIN US!
MGCAANA Newsletter
+  Board Meetings (Every 3rd, Thursday ) Committee is looking to
«  Next Newsletter (April, 2024)) recruit new committee
members to work on “Maya

Puwath,” quarterly

Want to know what your Board of Directors publishing newsletter of

. MGCAANA. As part of the
(BOD) IS up to? Newsletter Committee, you’ll

be able to develop these
useful skills: communication;
writing; graphic design; team
work; creative thinking; time
management; leadership etc.

Please read the minutes of the BOD’s monthly meetings posted on
MGCAANA website:
http://www.mahamayaalumnina.org/minutes.php

If you have new ideas, concerns, or suggestions to improve how
MGCAANA operates etc. please feel free to connect with the BOD
through email: Mahamaya_alumnae@yahoo.com

If you are interested, please

reach out to the Committee

Newsletter Committee: through:
Ruvani Dissanayake (Editor) Mayamaya_alumnae@yahoo.com

Maya Puwath is a publication of Mahamaya Girls’ College Alumnae Association in North America (MGCAANA)
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